Riding By Reasoning

Both Horse and Rider.”

"Effect of Stirrups On

ART IX showed how and why the top rodeo bronc
p riders hang their stirrups farther forward than on the

ordinary stock saddle. Forward hung stirrué:s allow
them to absorb the shock of “impact” on their feet. On
the riding and working horse they allow the same, but,
being hung nearer the horse’s “carrying spot,” they make
it easier for the horse to carry the man’s weight, especially
when his weight is kept on his stirrups. The illustrations
show both horse and rider reactions; not posed or exag-
gerated.

When working with facts, particularly photographic
facts, and under no illusions, we find that the majority of
horses, when stopped on the reins, have to be pulled —
hard! They do not stop easily — nor in balance. When
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® 1. If we “rear back” on the stirrups of the average stock saddle to
absorb the jolt of a front foot “prop” stop, note that even a light
man makes his horse’s back “cave in.” (Photo analysis proves horses
cannot stop in balance with concaved backs. However, some horses
can stop fairly well in balance a low percentage of the time with
weight on their loins, but they are exceptions which sometimes mis-
lead the average rider.)
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.® 3. On a "roll-back” (ordinary saddle) the rider has to rear back —
and both his feet go to the rear even though he tries to hold them
under him with knee grip. (Five years ago, when this and many other
photos were taken, the author was in the “big middle” of riding
troubles. He wanted to know “why?” . . . RIDING BY REASONING
— the result to date — is only a bringing together of the principles
from the riding of many different types of horsemen —and their
books — as applied to western horses and western horsemen.)
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they do not stop easily, prop on the front feet, or “*whoa”
out of time, we have a riding problem to absorb the joit
and stay as near in time and balance with the horse as pos-
sible to prevent flopping around and spurring him unin-
tentionally which happens much of the time when we
bounce.

Even if we do not use spurs, that bounce makes our
heels accidentally kick him “in the hay” which tells him to
“go” when at the same time we're yanking on the reins
telling him to “"whoa.” That’s what photo analysis shows
of the majority of riders — even the top riders! And, it
just doesn’t seem sensible to be kicking him in the same
place to “go” and “whea,” does it? . . . accidentally or not!
It's something to think about.
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® 2. Suppose the rider tries to stand up and keep his weight for-
ward? . . . His feet, especially on “free swinging stirrups,” fly back
into the horse’s flanks. And even though this horse is stopping fairly
well, the rider is in no position to ride a roll-back, inside roll — or get
down without getting his feet back under him. Practically all the
horse’s “impact” has to be taken on the rider's knees and saddle
swells . . . no help from his feet and stirrups! (None of these photo-
graphs were posed or exaggerated! They were made to study for
better performance.)

@ 4. On cutting horses, if the rider is to stay a little farther forward
on the average saddle, he must force his feet forward — and try to
pull his weight that way by hanging onto the saddle horn. (Loose rid-
ing also causes the horse to miss staying “head to head” with the
cow!)

THE WESTERN HORSEMAN



e 5. Even when the horse stops all wrong on
a balanced ride saddle with its forward hung
stirrups, note how the rider’s weight is on his
feet absorbing the shock as does the rodeo
bronc rider. Compare No. 5 with No. 1 for
rider position. More important is the differ-
ence in the horse's back which is not as
caved in as No. 1.

- BOZ SADDLERY -

Don't Be Fooled! "A Wooden Tree Only Fits A Wooden Horse.”

Little Barrel Racer with small full round skirts and
velcro removeable 1" sponge comfort bars (19 Ibs.)

With the Boz Spring Flex Tree™ System, the saddle trees are not too
stiff and not too flexible, they're just right. And, being just right, makes
it the only saddle system that massages the horse’s back as you ride.

e 6. Compare with No. 2. Note where the
buckskin’s hind feet will go down. They're
still up in the air traveling forward. Reckon
he'd be able to do that with my 187 pounds,
plus 40 pounds of stock saddle, back on his
loins? (Photo analysis is critical . . . Author
still flaws his riding. Says his back should be
straight.)

e 7. Roll-back: note rider's left foot (visible
under the horse’s belly) absorbing the shock.
No weight in the saddle seat. Horse's back
free to bend upward. (Man’s right leg is
deliberately back using leg aid to prevent
horse’s hindquarters from moving to the out-
side of the roll. It will also assist him in rid-
ing the roll back to the left.)

e 8. Bob Farr rides Bay Joe on a roll-back
easily, helping the horse to be at the right
place, at the right time, with the least
amount of fuss! (The first four photographs
are on the average saddle. Last four illus-
trations show Balanced Ride Saddles used by
riders who know and understand how to ride
them which is “natural” when you get the
“feel” of it.)

English
Delight

This is craftsmanship at its best.
Completely hand sewn from start to
finish. The best leather and materials
money can buy. The all purpose Boz
Jumping, Polo or Cross Country Sad-
dle is second to none.

Colors—London Tan, British Brown,
Havana Black. Comes with all fittings.




	1 Riding By Reasoning
	2 Acknowledgements
	3 Why Boz Saddlery
	4 Boz Saddlery
	5 Introduction
	6 Introduction
	7 Race & Bareback
	8 Race & Bareback
	9 Polo to Stock Saddle
	10 Polo to Stock Saddle
	11 Getting With A Horse Best
	12 Getting With A Horse Best
	13 Something to Think About
	14 Something to Think About
	15 Something to Think About
	16 Bulk & Grip
	17 Bulk & Grip
	18 Riding the Stop
	19 Riding the Stop
	20 Balanced Ride Stock Saddle
	21 Balanced Ride Stock Saddle
	22 Stirrups Forward
	23 Stirrups Forward
	24 Effect of Stirrups
	25 Effect of Stirrups
	26 Horse's Reaction to Rider Weight
	27 Horse's Reaction to Rider Weight
	28 Stops & Their Effects
	29 Stops & Their Effects
	30 Changing Riding Styles
	31 Changing Riding Styles
	32 Controls & Weight Cueing
	33 Controls & Weight Cueing
	34 Effect of Rider Weight & Change of Leads
	35 Effect of Rider Weight & Change of Leads
	36 Barebacks & Saddle Broncs
	37 Barebacks & Saddle Broncs
	38 Change-Over from Seat to Feet
	39 Change-Over from Seat to Feet
	40 Change-Over from Seat to Feet
	41 Rider's Legs & Leg Muscles
	42 Rider's Legs & Leg Muscles
	43 Balanced Riding
	44 Balanced Riding
	45 Personal Note
	46 Close

